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sphincter in the female is anatomical in its position rather than physio-
logical in its action.

Prolapse Prolapse of the urethra is rare in males but relatively common in
females. It often follows an attack of cystitis but occasionally occurs
in young girls, in whom there is no history of previous urinary infection.

Diagnosis Acute urethial pain and dysuria readily draw attention to the condi-
tion. On examination, the prolapsed ring of mucous membrane will
be seen surrounding the urethial orifice, grossly oedematous and, in
the later stages, even gangrenous.

Treatment Replacement is seldom possible, the condition being most readily
treated by excision of the cuff of prolapsed mucous membrane with
end-to-end suture of the raw edges. The results of this operation are
excellent.

Urethrocek Urethrocele is a rare congenital condition, most commonly acquired
as a result of injury to the urethra during intra-urethral manipulation
or forceps delivery in the female. The prominent symptoms are referred
to the urethra as pain during, or dribbling after, the act of micturition,
especially if complications such as infection or calculus formation have
occurred. The condition is diagnosed as a swelling, often tender, along
the ventral aspect of the urethra, from which urine may be expressed.
In the acquired type the differential diagnosis from a peri-urethral
cavity lined by granulation-tissue may only be possible at operation.
Treatment, in those cases causing symptoms, is directed in the first
place towards the superadded inflammation, if this has occurred, but an
effective cure may be only brought about by excision of the urethrocele.
For caruncle see VULVA AND VAGINA DISEASES, p. 611.
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URETHROSCOPY
See ENDOSCOPY OF THE URINARY TRACT, Vol. V, p. 21